
 

 

 

 

 

ASTRA POLICY UPDATE – NOVEMBER 2011 
 
NEWS 
 
Convergence Review 
 

 Submissions to the Australian Government’s Convergence Review have now closed. 
Submissions will be made available on the website of the Department of Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy (DBCDE) at: 
http://www.dbcde.gov.au/digital_economy/convergence_review/submissions_received_fo
r_the_convergence_review_open_call 

 

 ASTRA’s final submission to the review is available on the ASTRA website at: 
http://astra.org.au/pages/submissions 

 

 The Review Committee is expected to release a draft report for further comment before 
submitting its final report to the Government in March 2012. 

 
Copyright enforcement 
 

 The Communications Alliance has applied to participate in the copyright case between iiNet 
and the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) as an amicus curiae or ‘a 
friend of the Court: http://www.advanced-
television.com/index.php/2011/10/12/commsalliance-joins-iinet-copyright-case/ 
 

 On 26 October 2011, the UK’s biggest ISP, BT, ordered to block access within 14 days to 
Newzbin2, a website accused of promoting illegal filesharing, in the first high court ruling of 
its kind under UK copyright law: http://www.advanced-
television.com/index.php/2011/10/26/bt-ordered-to-block-filesharing-site-within-2-weeks/ 

 
Review of additional commercial television licences and future of broadcasting services 
bands spectrum 
 

 On 2 November 2011, the Government introduced legislation to defer until 1 January 2013 
the statutory review (under section 35A of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992) of whether 
to allocate one or more additional commercial television broadcasting licences, and to 
broaden the scope of the review to take into account alternative uses of broadcasting 
services bands spectrum. The bill as introduced is available here: 
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2011B00218 

 
Digital Dividend 
 

 The Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy has made spectrum 
re-allocation declarations for the digital dividend spectrum in the 700 MHz and 2.5 GHz 
bands. A spectrum re-allocation declaration under section 153B of the 
Radiocommunications Act 1992 is a statutory requirement as part of the process to auction 
digital dividend spectrum. The declarations are available here: 
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 Radiocommunications (Spectrum Re-allocation) Declaration No. 1 of 2011 (700 MHz) 

 Radiocommunications (Spectrum Re-allocation) Declaration No. 2 of 2011 (2.5 GHz) 
 

 On 4 November 2011, the ACMA held a digital dividend auction “spectrum tune-up” to 
provide details of the proposed spectrum auction. See the ACMA website for further 
details: http://engage.acma.gov.au/live-now-digital-dividend-tune-up/ 

 
Local content 
 

 On 2 November 2011, Screen Australia released findings from a survey revealing 91 per 
cent of Australians believe it’s important that the country has a local film and television 
industry that creates Australian stories: 
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/news_and_events/2011/mr_111102_celebrate.aspx 
 

 On 6 October 2011, ASTRA released the results of its 2010 Australian content production 
survey, which showed that investment into Australian content by subscription television 
platforms and channels has increased to $578.4 million in 2010 from $541.4 million in 
2009. The seven per cent increase in content investment includes all STV genres covering 
news, sport, drama, light entertainment, movies, lifestyle, documentaries, music and 
children’s programming: http://astra.org.au/pages/australian-production 

 
Content regulation 
 

 On 20 October 2011, the Australian Communications and Media Authority released its 
report Digital Australians—Expectations about media content in a converging media 
environment, concluding that the majority of Australians expect that similar standards 
should apply to content produced by traditional media organisations, whether print, 
broadcast or online: http://engage.acma.gov.au/digital-australians/ 

 
Datacasting 
 

 On 7 November 2011, the Seven Network announced it would launch a datacasting service 
“TV4” in December in partnership with TV production company Brand New Media. This 
follows the launch of a similar service in September on its regional affiliate, Prime. Under 
the BSA, commercial television broadcasters are permitted to provide a datacasting service 
in addition to their two SD and one HD digital services. For further details see: 
http://www.sevenwestmedia.com.au/docs/business-unit-news/seven-to-launch-
datacasting-channel.pdf 

 
Parliamentary sittings for 2012 
 

 The Parliamentary sittings calendar for 2012 has been released: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/info/sittings/2012/index.htm 

 
ASTRA ACTIVITY 
 
 ACMA Broadcaster Privacy Guidelines Review – The Privacy Guidelines for Broadcasters 

2005 were made by the ACMA to assist broadcasters to better understand their obligations 
relating to privacy as set out in the various broadcasting industry codes of practice. This is 
the first review of the guidelines since their commencement. Further information on the 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2011L02180
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/F2011L02181
http://engage.acma.gov.au/live-now-digital-dividend-tune-up/
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/news_and_events/2011/mr_111102_celebrate.aspx
http://astra.org.au/pages/australian-production
http://engage.acma.gov.au/digital-australians/
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ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410123. ASTRA’s 
submission, made 7 October 2011, is available here: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/ac5571e196048f533dc9ccfd2d805b63/ASTR
AsubmissionACMABroadcasterPrivacyGuidelinesOctober2011.pdf 
 

 ACMA Satellite Earth Station Sitings – The ACMA has commenced consultation on the 
development of a long-term strategy for the sustainable siting of Earth stations. Further 
information is available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410111. ASTRA’s submission, made 21 
October 2011, is available here: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/cc0073884c5eec7ef95b5b86b6543840/ASTR
AsubmissionACMAEarthStationSitingPaperFinal.pdf 

 
 DBCDE Interactive Gambling Act Review – In August 2011, the Minister for Broadband, 

Communications and the Digital Economy announced a review of the IGA. Further 
information available on the DBCDE website at: 
http://www.dbcde.gov.au/broadband/online_gambling/2011_review_of_the_interactive_g
ambling_act_2001. ASTRA’s submission, made 21 October 2011, is available here: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/d333b6a442c1613c4c8d0ae4698e683e/AST
RAIGAReviewsubmission21October2011.pdf. ASTRA will be participating in a DBCDE-hosted 
industry roundtable discussion in relation to the IGA Review on 10 November 2011. 

 
 ASIC Advertising Financial Products and Advice Services Consultation Paper – On 30 

August 2011, the ASIC released a consultation paper and draft regulatory guide containing 
best practice guidance for the advertising of financial products and financial advice. ASTRA 
made a short submission to this paper, noting that existing provisions in the ASTRA Codes 
of Practice effectively deal with issues relating to advertising raised in the ASIC paper.   

 
 Convergence Review – as noted above, ASTRA made its final submission to the Australian 

Government’s Convergence Review on 4 November 2011. The ASTRA submission is 
available here: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/88a00641cd2745f19d9f496908e29a92/ASTR
AFinalConvergenceReviewSubmission4Nov2011.pdf; along with the Report for ASTRA by 
Deloitte Access Economics: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/38a716f5472cb5b34b03578b442dd5fb/App
endixC_DeloitteAccessEconomicsReportforASTRA-Final.pdf 

 
 Issues Paper on serious invasions of privacy – On 23 September 2011 the Minister for 

Privacy and Freedom of Information, Brendan O'Connor, released an Issues Paper 
discussing the Australian Law Reform Commission's (ALRC) proposal for legislation to allow 
Australians to take civil legal action if their privacy has been seriously invaded. Further 
information is available on the website of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet at 
http://www.dpmc.gov.au/privacy/causeofaction/. ASTRA’s submission, made 4 November 
2011, is available here: 
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/1bbd0f73a1471eaa1b38975feb83330f/ASTR
AsubmissionCommonwealthStatutoryCauseofActionforSeriousInvasionofPrivacy.pdf 

 
 Long term arrangements for Electronic News Gathering (ENG) in alternative bands to the 

2.5 GHz band – ASTRA has been in active consultation with the ACMA regarding its ongoing 
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http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410111
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/cc0073884c5eec7ef95b5b86b6543840/ASTRAsubmissionACMAEarthStationSitingPaperFinal.pdf
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http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/88a00641cd2745f19d9f496908e29a92/ASTRAFinalConvergenceReviewSubmission4Nov2011.pdf
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/88a00641cd2745f19d9f496908e29a92/ASTRAFinalConvergenceReviewSubmission4Nov2011.pdf
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/38a716f5472cb5b34b03578b442dd5fb/AppendixC_DeloitteAccessEconomicsReportforASTRA-Final.pdf
http://assets.astra.org.au.s3.amazonaws.com/38a716f5472cb5b34b03578b442dd5fb/AppendixC_DeloitteAccessEconomicsReportforASTRA-Final.pdf
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process for determining long term arrangements for alternative spectrum bands for ENG 
and TV outside broadcast activities. 
 

 Live odds in sports broadcasts – ASTRA is in ongoing discussions with DBCDE regarding 
measures to address live odds promotion in sports broadcasts. 

 
 Captioning legislation – ASTRA has been in continuing consultations with DBCDE regarding 

the detail of proposed legislation for captioning requirements on subscription television. 
The legislation is now expected to be introduced early in the Autumn 2012 Parliamentary 
sittings, with an exposure draft released for comment by the end of November 2011. 
 

 Captioning Quality – ASTRA is involved in continuing consultations with the ACMA 
regarding captioning quality indicators. Captioning quality requirements are expected to be 
included in the upcoming captioning legislation. 

 
 ASTRA Codes Review – the process of reviewing and updating the ASTRA Codes continues 

with the ACMA. 
 
The Policy Calendar on the ASTRA website is available here: http://astra.org.au/pages/policy-
calendar 
 
DISCUSSION PAPERS/REQUESTS FOR COMMENT 
 
ALRC National Classification Scheme Review Discussion Paper 
 
On 30 September, the ALRC released its detailed discussion paper for its review of 
classification. Submissions close 18 November 2011. Further information, including the 
discussion paper, is available on the ALRC website at: 
http://www.alrc.gov.au/inquiries/classification/respond-discussion-paper 
 
ACMA draft band plan for TVOB services 
 
The ACMA is inviting comment on two proposed new frequency band plans to be made under 
the Radiocommunications Act 1992 that are intended to support the introduction of television 
outside broadcast services into the bands 1980-2110 MHz and 2170-2300 MHz. Submissions 
close 21 November 2011. Further information is available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410182 
 
Revising the Scope of the Copyright Safe Harbour Scheme 
 
On 14 October 2011, the Attorney-General launched a public consultation paper outlining a 
proposal to amend the Copyright Act 1968 to broaden the scope of the ‘Safe Harbour Scheme’. 
Submissions close 22 November 2011. Further information is available on the Attorney-
General’s Department website. 
 
ACMA future licensing for Earth receive stations  
 
The ACMA has commenced consultation on options for responding to non-compliance with 
licensing requirements for satellite Earth receive stations. Licensing for Earth receive stations 
invites comment on both the nature and extent of this non-compliance and presents three 

http://astra.org.au/pages/policy-calendar
http://astra.org.au/pages/policy-calendar
http://www.alrc.gov.au/inquiries/classification/respond-discussion-paper
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410182
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possible options. The ACMA also seeks submissions about whether there are any other possible 
options that it should consider. Submissions close 25 November 2011. Further information is 
available on the ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410178 
 
ACMA Amendment to the Customer Cabling Arrangements 
 
The ACMA is seeking public comment on proposed changes to customer cabling regulatory 
arrangements. The purpose of these proposed changes is to ensure that the current 
competency requirements for the registration of cabling providers are appropriate to ensure 
that providers are competent to perform cabling work for the current and future customer 
cabling environment including in relation to the installation of optical fibre and structured 
cabling. The aim is also to simplify the existing regulatory instruments to provide a regulatory 
environment that is easier to understand. Submissions close 30 November 2011. Further 
information is available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410177 
 
 

http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410178
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410177

