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ASTRA ACTIVITY 
 
 ACMA Contemporary Community Standards Inquiry – ASTRA met with the Australian 

Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) in early March to discuss the consolidated report 
of its inquiry into contemporary community standards. Further information on the inquiry, 
including the consolidated report, is available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/Citizen/Consumer-info/Rights-and-safeguards/Community-
safeguards-inquiry/contemporary-community-safeguards-inquiry 

 
 Australian National Preventative Health Agency (ANPHA) draft report into Alcohol Advertising 

– On 21 March 2014, ASTRA made a submission to ANPHA in response to its draft report of its 
review of alcohol advertising. Further information, including the draft report, is available on the 
ANPHA website at: http://www.anpha.gov.au/internet/anpha/publishing.nsf/Content/harmful-
alcohol-use 

 
 Long term spectrum arrangements for television outside broadcasts (TOB) in alternative bands 

to the 2.5 GHz band – ASTRA continues to work with the Government, the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) and other stakeholders to ensure a sustainable 
long term solution for TOB spectrum arrangements. On 24 March 2014, ASTRA made a 
submission to the draft revision of the Radiocommunications Assignment and Licensing 
Instruction (RALI) for television outside broadcasting services in the bands 1980-2110 MHz and 
2170-2300 MHz. Further information on this consultation is available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/Frequency-assignment-and-
coordination/revision-to-rali-fx21 

 
Publicly available ASTRA submissions are on the ASTRA website at: 
http://www.astra.org.au/Menu/Policy/Overview/Submissions 
 
NEWS 
 
Australian National Preventative Health Agency (ANPHA) draft report into Alcohol Advertising 
 
On 24 February 2014, the ANPHA released a draft report of its review of alcohol advertising. The 
Draft Report describes the current system of regulation around alcohol marketing and advertising, 
which consists of self-regulatory, co-regulatory and legislative elements, and evaluates its 
effectiveness. The Draft Report, and further information on the review, is available on the ANPHA 
website at:   http://www.anpha.gov.au/internet/anpha/publishing.nsf/Content/harmful-alcohol-use 
 
ACMA Contemporary Community Safeguards Inquiry – Consolidated Report 
 
On 5 March 2014, the ACMA released a Consolidated Report of its Inquiry into Contemporary 
Community Safeguards. The Consolidated Report summarises the information gathered by the 
inquiry and provides a high-level overview of the relevant issues and emerging directions. The ACMA 
has now decided to defer further work on the inquiry. The Consolidated Report, and further 
information on the inquiry, is on the ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/Citizen/Consumer-
info/Rights-and-safeguards/Community-safeguards-inquiry/contemporary-community-safeguards-
inquiry 
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Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Amendment (Classification Tools and 
Other Measures) Bill 2014 
 
The Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games) Amendment (Classification Tools and 
Other Measures) Bill 2014 was introduced into Parliament on 19 March 2014. The Bill amends the 
Classification Act to: 

 broaden the scope of existing exempt film categories and streamline exemption 
arrangements for festivals and cultural institutions; 

 enable certain content to be classified using classification tools (such as online 
questionnaires that deliver automated decisions); 

 create an explicit requirement in the Classification Act to display classification markings on 
all classified content; 

 expand the exceptions to the modifications rule so that films and computer games which are 
subject to certain types of modifications do not require classification again; and 

 enable the Attorney-General’s Department to notify law enforcement authorities of 
potential Refused Classification content without having the content classified first, to help 
expedite the removal of extremely offensive or illegal content from distribution. 

 
Regulation “Repeal Day” Bills 
 
On 19 March 2014 the Commonwealth Government introduced three bills as part of its “Repeal Day” 
package: 

 Omnibus Repeal Day (Autumn 2014) Bill 2014 

 Statute Law Revision Bill (No. 1) 2014 

 Amending Acts 1901 to 1969 Repeal Bill 2014 
 
The majority of amendments in the communications portfolio relate to telecommunications. 
Proposed amendments of relevance to the broadcasting sector include:  

• ACMA investigations: the ACMA would no longer be required to investigate a complaint 
relating to a breach of a licence condition or code of practice provision (unless it is satisfied 
the complaint is frivolous or vexatious). Instead, the ACMA “may investigate the 
complaint” if it thinks that “it is desirable to do so”. 

• ACMA consultations: consultation requirements to be abolished with respect to varying 
conditions in a class licence, or determining or varying an industry standard under Division 
5 of Part 9B of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (BSA). 

• Commercial broadcaster financial reporting requirements: the ACMA would be given the 
discretion to identify classes of licensees that would no longer be required to submit 
annual audited accounts statements. 

• Ownership and control notification requirements:  

o the requirement that a commercial broadcasting licensee, or publisher of an 
newspaper associated with a commercial broadcasting licence, give details at the end 
of each financial year of persons in a position to control the licence or newspaper, 
would be abolished. The requirement to provide the names of the directors of 
licensees or newspaper publishers would remain. 

o Requirement to notify the ACMA regarding a change of control of a commercial 
broadcasting licence or associated newspaper within 5 days extended to 10 days. 

 
The Minister’s media release relating to the Bills states that “[t]he Australian Communications and 
Media Authority is also assisting the Government on delivering on its regulatory reform agenda. The 
ACMA has already revoked 46 redundant instruments and is already well progressed in removing 
unnecessary reporting requirements across a range of instruments.” 
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Further information on deregulation proposals in the communications portfolio is available on the 
Department of Communications website at: http://www.communications.gov.au/deregulation 
 
Greater media access to broadcast sentencing proceedings – NSW 
 
The NSW Government is proposing new legislation to encourage greater media access to broadcast 
sentencing proceedings in criminal trials. The proposals will create a presumption in favour of 
allowing filming and broadcasting of final proceedings – such as verdicts and sentences in criminal 
cases – except in a defined range of circumstances. Further information from the NSW Attorney-
General’s media release of 25 March 2014. 
 
Major Sporting Events (Indicia and Images) Protection Bill 2014 
 
The Major Sporting Events (Indicia and Images) Protection Bill 2014 was introduced into Parliament 
on 26 March 2014. The Bill is designed to prevent the unauthorised commercial use of certain indicia 
and images associated with the following events: 

 Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup 2015 with matches to be held from 9-31 
January 2015; 

 International Cricket Council (ICC) Cricket World Cup 2015 to be jointly hosted with New 
Zealand from 14 February - 29 March 2015; and 

 Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games to be held from 4-15 April 2018. 
 
DISCUSSION PAPERS/REQUESTS FOR COMMENT 
 
Screen Australia – Documentary Funding Discussion Paper 
 
On 4 March 2014, Screen Australia released “Stories that Matter”, a discussion paper on 
documentary funding, seeking input from the industry and documentary-making community on the 
best ways to reach audiences, the opportunities created by new platforms and the best ways to 
ensure that quality documentaries continue to be made in Australia. The discussion paper sets out 
key data on Australian documentary production, along with an overview of the production 
environment, a description of Screen Australia’s current funding and support mechanisms and some 
of the issues that the agency, and broader industry, will need to take into account in helping build 
the Australian documentary sector into the future. Submissions are due Friday 4 April 2014. Further 
information, including the discussion paper, is available on the Screen Australia website at: 
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/about_us/new_directions/Documentary-
funding/documentary_funding.aspx 
 
Amendments to the Racial Discrimination Act – Exposure Draft 
 
On 26 March 2014, the Federal Attorney-General released an exposure draft of amendments to the 
Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth). Submissions in response to the exposure draft can be made 
until Wednesday 30 April 2014 to ms18cconsultation@ag.gov.au. Further information is available on 
the Attorney-General’s website at: 
http://www.attorneygeneral.gov.au/Mediareleases/Pages/2014/First%20Quarter/25March2014-
RacialDiscriminationAct.aspx 
 
ACMA – Variations to the Radiocommunications (Low Interference Potential Devices) Class Licence 
2000 
 
The ACMA seeks comment on proposed variations to the LIPD Class Licence that will: 

 Update arrangements for wireless microphones and other transmitters covered by the class 
licence operating on a shared basis in the 174–230 MHz and 520–694 MHz broadcasting 
services bands. These changes will aid the transition of wireless microphones out of the 
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http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r5226
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/about_us/new_directions/Documentary-funding/documentary_funding.aspx
http://www.screenaustralia.gov.au/about_us/new_directions/Documentary-funding/documentary_funding.aspx
mailto:ms18cconsultation@ag.gov.au
http://www.attorneygeneral.gov.au/Mediareleases/Pages/2014/First%20Quarter/25March2014-RacialDiscriminationAct.aspx
http://www.attorneygeneral.gov.au/Mediareleases/Pages/2014/First%20Quarter/25March2014-RacialDiscriminationAct.aspx


   

digital dividend and reflect the differences between analog and digital television 
broadcasting services now that analog television services have been switched off; 

 Add new arrangements supporting the use of devices employing ultra wide-band (UWB) 
technology. Applications of UWB technology include radio frequency identification (RFID) 
transmitters and short-range, high-capacity data communications between personal 
computers and peripheral devices. 

 Include new arrangements for RFID transmitters in the 24 GHz band and for industrial-level 
probing radar measurement systems operating in the 75 GHz band. 

 
Submissions close 27 April 2014. Further information, including a discussion paper, is available on 
the ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Suppliers/A-Type-of-
equipment/WirelessMicrophones/variations-to-the-lipd-class-licence 
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