
 

 

 

 

 

POLICY UPDATE – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 
 

NEWS 
 
Statutory review of additional commercial television licences and future of broadcasting 
services bands spectrum 
 
On 5 December 2011, the Broadcasting Services Amendment (Review of Future Uses of 
Broadcasting Services Bands Spectrum) Act 2011 came into effect, amending the Broadcasting 
Services Act 1992 to defer until 1 January 2013 the statutory review (under section 35A of the 
Broadcasting Services Act 1992) of whether to allocate one or more additional commercial 
television broadcasting licences, and to broaden the scope of the review to take into account 
alternative uses of broadcasting services bands spectrum. Further information on the Act is 
available here: http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2011A00177. 
 
Food advertising self-regulation 
 
On 7 December 2011, the ACMA released a report into the operation of the Australian Food 
and Grocery Council’s Responsible Children’s Marketing Initiative and the Quick Service 
Restaurant Industry’s initiative for Responsible Advertising and Marketing to Children. Further 
information available on the ACMA website at: 
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410243 
 
Parliamentary Committee report on gambling reform 
 
On 8 December 2011, the Joint Select Committee on Gambling Reform released its report into 
interactive and online gambling and gambling advertising, and in relation to its inquiry into the 
Interactive Gambling and Broadcasting Amendment (Online Transactions and Other Measures) 
Bill 2011. Further information is available on the Committee’s website at: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/gamblingreform_ctte/index.htm 
  
Convergence Review 
 
On 15 December 2011, the Convergence Review Committee released its Interim Report, 
available on the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy website 
at: http://www.dbcde.gov.au/digital_economy/convergence_review. Comments on the 
Interim Report are open until 10 February 2012, with the Final Report due in March. 
 
Privacy guidelines for broadcasters 
 
On 23 December 2011, the ACMA released new privacy guidelines for broadcasters, which 
include additional guidance for broadcasters on how the broadcasting codes protect the 
privacy of Australians, whether or not in a public place. The guidelines also deal with consent, 
children, public figures, material in the public domain and public interest. Further information 
on the ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410273 
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Collective bargaining for film and television writers 
 
On 25 January 2012, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission issued a decision 
allowing the Australian Writers' Guild (AWG) to collectively negotiate model terms and 
conditions of engagement with the Screen Producers Association of Australia (SPAA). Further 
information is available on the ACCC website: 
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1028659/fromItemId/142 
 
Spectrum licences 
 
DBCDE is undertaking a public consultation process regarding a draft determination and draft 
direction for re-issue of 15-year spectrum licences in the 800 MHz band which would enable 
the possible re-issue of licences to the same licensee.  Further information on the DBCDE 
website at: http://www.dbcde.gov.au/radio/radiofrequency_spectrum/spectrumlicences 
 
Copyright enforcement 
 
Votes on proposed anti-piracy laws in the United States have been delayed due to concerns 
over internet freedoms. The proposed Protect Intellectual Property Act and the Stop Online 
Piracy Act would allow the US Justice Department and copyright holders to seek court orders 
against foreign websites that steal from American content creators, and would bar advertising 
networks and payment facilitators such as credit card companies from doing business with the 
offending websites. See: http://www.smh.com.au/technology/technology-news/senators-
back-down-on-online-piracy-20120120-1qa27.html 
 
 
ASTRA ACTIVITY 

 
 Long term arrangements for Electronic News Gathering (ENG) in alternative bands to the 

2.5 GHz band – ASTRA has been in active consultation with the ACMA regarding its ongoing 
process for determining long term arrangements for alternative spectrum bands for ENG 
and TV outside broadcast activities. 
 

 Live odds in sports broadcasts – ASTRA is in ongoing discussions with DBCDE regarding 
measures to address live odds promotion in sports broadcasts. 

 
 Captioning legislation – ASTRA has been in continuing consultations with DBCDE regarding 

the detail of proposed legislation for captioning requirements on subscription television. 
The legislation is now expected to be introduced in the Autumn 2012 Parliamentary 
sittings, with an exposure draft released for comment before the end of February 2012. 
 

 Captioning Quality – ASTRA is involved in continuing consultations with the ACMA 
regarding captioning quality indicators. Captioning quality requirements are expected to be 
included in the upcoming captioning legislation. 

 
 ASTRA Codes Review – the process of reviewing and updating the ASTRA Codes 

continues with the ACMA. 
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DISCUSSION PAPERS/REQUESTS FOR COMMENT 
 
Senate Inquiry: Access to Justice (Federal Jurisdiction) Amendment Bill 2011 
 
The Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee is currently undertaking an 
inquiry into the Access to Justice (Federal Jurisdiction) Amendment Bill 2011. The bill, amongst 
other things, seeks to implement in all four federal courts the model bill of the Standing 
Committee of Attorneys-General concerning suppression orders and non-publication orders. 
Submissions close 31 January 2012. Further information on the Committee’s webpage: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/legcon_ctte/access_to_justice_federaljurisdiction/
info.htm 
 
Digital Dividend auction procedures – preliminary consultation 
 
The ACMA is seeking preliminary feedback from stakeholders on its proposed approach to the 
auction procedures for the digital dividend auction.  The feedback provided during this 
informal consultation is to help inform the ACMA’s draft allocation determination for the 
auction. The ACMA expects to release the draft determination for formal consultation in late 
February. Feedback is sought by 3 February 2012. Further information available on the ACMA 
website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/289386/pc=PC_410250 
 
Convergence Review Interim Report 
 
On 15 December 2011, the Convergence Review Committee released its Interim Report, 
available on the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy website 
at: http://www.dbcde.gov.au/digital_economy/convergence_review. Comments on the 
Interim Report are open until 10 February 2012, with the Final Report due in March. 
 
Beyond switchover: the future technical evolution of digital terrestrial television in Australia 
 
The ACMA is seeking comment on possible paths for the technical evolution of digital 
terrestrial television broadcasting (DTTB) in the post-switchover, post-restack environment. 
The ACMA seeks industry and community comment on the post-switchover, post-restack 
technical evolution of digital terrestrial television broadcasting (DTTB). The ACMA seeks input 
on the drivers for change, the paths for implementing change and whether intervention by the 
regulator is necessary. Submissions close 30 March 2012. Further information available on the 
ACMA website at: http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_410282 
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