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ASTRA ACTIVITY 
 
▪ Spectrum Review Report – The Department of Communications has released the report of its 

Spectrum Review, a holistic examination and review of Australia’s spectrum management 
framework. 
 
In ASTRA’s submissions to the review, ASTRA advocated for reforms which would put all 
spectrum users on an equal footing and which would encourage efficient use of spectrum 
through market-based pricing and increased spectrum trading. 
 
The review recommends extensive reform to planning and licensing of spectrum, including 
consolidating all three existing licence types into a single, more flexible spectrum licensing 
model which will encourage innovation and spectrum efficiency. 

 
The report contains several recommendations ASTRA had previously expressed support for, 
including a move to a single licensing regime, clarified roles for the ACMA and the Minister and 
private band management. 
 
Whilst the report recommends ending the special treatment of broadcasting spectrum by 
integrating it into the general spectrum management framework, there are still some areas of 
uncertainty. The report qualifies its statements on equalising treatment of broadcasting 
spectrum with references to broadcasters requiring ‘certainty’. This is not explained in further 
detail and appears to leave the door open for preferential treatment. The issue of the pricing of 
broadcast spectrum has also not been resolved, with the report recommending a separate 
review of spectrum pricing. 
 
ASTRA will be looking for further clarification from government on the meaning of the 
broadcasting spectrum recommendations. 

 
ASTRA’s submissions to the review are available here and here. 
 
The Department’s Report is available here. 
 

 Competition Policy Review Report – The Harper Review of Competition Policy has released its 
final report. The report includes recommendations for wide-ranging review of Australian 
competition policy and legislation. 
 
ASTRA has made a submission to the Final Report which: 

o argues there is insufficient justification for the proposed Productivity Commission 
review of intellectual property 

o reinforces the importance of geographic content licensing and expresses 
disappointment in the report’s apparent condoning of measures to subvert such 
licensing 

o supports a widening of the definition of ‘market’ 
o supports amendments to the third-line forcing provisions to move away from a per se 

prohibition towards a competition test 
o opposes an ‘effects’ test for misuse of market power 

http://astra.org.au/images/pages/Spectrum_Review_Issues_Paper_June_2014_(1).pdf.pdf
http://astra.org.au/images/pages/ASTRA_submission_-_Spectrum_Review_-_Directions_Paper_-_2_December_2014.pdf
http://www.communications.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/244988/Spectrum-Review-report-FINAL_-_for_publishing.pdf
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The next step is for the Government to prepare and release its response to the review. 
 
ASTRA’s submissions are available here and here. 
 
The Final Report is available here. 

  
 

▪ Taxation Whitepaper – The Government has released a broad-ranging Taxation Discussion 
Paper and is seeking public comment. 
 
ASTRA has made a submission focussing on the current exemption from GST for ‘imported 
intangibles’. This is the exemption which allows Netflix to avoid charging GST on its monthly fee 
despite its services being consumed in Australia. 
 
ASTRA’s submission notes the clear inequity of this situation and welcomes the Government’s 
proposed reforms to close this loophole and level the playing field for competing SVOD services. 
 
The Taxation Discussion Paper is available here. 
 
 

▪ House of Representatives Committee on Infrastructure and Communications – On 27 May 
2015 representatives from ASTRA and members Discovery and Australian News Channel 
appeared before a closed hearing of the House of Representatives Committee on Infrastructure 
and Communications. 
 
ASTRA had proactively sought this appearance so as to better inform the Committee on the 
subscription TV industry and its perspective on key issues, given the Committee may soon be 
considering important media reforms. 
 
ASTRA provided a briefing on the size and contribution of the subscription television industry, 
before going on to discuss its deregulatory agenda and views on key media policy issues. 

 
 Copyright  - The April Advocacy Report provided detail on recent developments in combatting 

copyright piracy, including a draft Code of Practice for a Copyright Notice Scheme, Federal Court 
litigation against ISP iiNet and proposed site-blocking legislation. 
 
With regards to the Federal Court litigation involving the rights holders for Dallas Buyers’ Club 
and iiNet, recent developments consist of the court ordering that iiNet pay 75% of the Dallas 
Buyers’ Club rights holders’ costs, and an indication from iiNet that it may cover the legal costs of 
any of its customers targeted for copyright infringement. 

With regards to the draft Code of Practice for a Copyright Notice Scheme, the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) continues its consideration of the code and 
negotiations continue between rights holders and ISPs regarding issues such as costs and 
indemnities. 

With regards to the site blocking legislation, the reporting date for the Senate Committee 
inquiry into the Bill has been pushed back until the end of May. ASTRA elected not to make a 
submission to the inquiry, however submissions from ASTRA members Foxtel and BBC 
Worldwide are available here and here. 

 

http://astra.org.au/images/pages/ASTRA_submission_-_Competition_Policy_Review_-_Draft_Report_-_24_Novembe....pdf
http://astra.org.au/images/pages/FINAL_ASTRA_Sub_Competition_Policy_Review_Final_Report_260515.pdf
http://competitionpolicyreview.gov.au/final-report/
http://bettertax.gov.au/publications/discussion-paper/
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=4ae14032-7c83-4425-9067-2646ec31cf80&subId=350575
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=50d6d027-9b3d-480e-b550-fefcd8e59952&subId=350491
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All of ASTRA’s publicly available submissions are on the ASTRA website.  
 
 
NEWS 
 
ACMA Investigation – Four Corners 
 
On 24 April 2015, the ACMA found that an episode of Four Corners (ABC) had not breached the 
accuracy and impartiality requirements in the ABC Code of Practice. 

The program explored the impact of the Australian Government’s decision to review the Renewable 
Energy Target (the RET) and featured examples of growth and developments in the renewable 
energy industry in Australia and in the US. 

The complainant’s allegations included that the program exaggerated claims regarding solar power, 
did not acknowledge economic costs of RETs and falsely represented the views of a key stakeholder. 

The ACMA found that because the ABC had relied on expert accounts, it had taken reasonable 
efforts to ensure the factual accuracy of program material, and that factual content was presented 
in a way that would not have materially misled the audience. The ACMA also found that the ABC 
took reasonable efforts to seek and include relevant perspectives and that relevant facts were 
presented in context. 

Advertising Standards Bureau findings – ASTRA receives updates from the Advertising Standards 
Bureau (ASB) when it issues final case reports where complaints about an advertisement have been 
considered. The ASB issued two reports in May, firstly relating to an advertisement for Pfizer’s 
nicotine quitting aids, and secondly in relation to a Volkswagen Jetta advertisement. Both 
complaints were not upheld. 

With regards to the Pfizer advertisement, the complainant objected to the depiction of smoking and 
alleged the advertisement was intended to prompt people to recommence smoking so that the 

advertiser could profit more from quitting aids. The ASB found that the depiction of a brain 
smoking is not a representation of the ‘social’ act of smoking and that the overall colour and 
imagery of the brain is not attractive and does not glamorise smoking but in fact makes it 
appear unattractive. The ASB found the depiction highlighted the addictive nature of smoking 
and did not breach prevailing community standards on smoking.  

With regards to the Volkswagen advertisement, the complainant objected to the depiction of a 
driver, who had just gotten out of a vehicle, wearing thongs and with a drink in his hand 
(suggesting he was drinking the beverage whilst driving). The complaint was that this depicted 
dangerous driving. The ASB noted the road rules above do not prohibit the consumption of 
beverages while driving (other than alcohol) and there is no evidence to suggest that the man 
was drinking as he was driving and the vehicle is not seen been driven in an uncontrolled 
manner due to reasons that could be linked to drinking a beverage while driving. 

ASB reports are available to ASTRA members on request. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.astra.org.au/
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DISCUSSION PAPERS/REQUESTS FOR COMMENT 
 

Draft legislation to apply GST to ‘imported intangibles’ 
 
The Government has released legislation to close the loophole which allows foreign operators such 
as Netflix to avoid charging GST on services imported into and consumed in Australia. This gives 
effect to a 2015 Budget decision. 
 
Submissions are sought by 7 July 2015. 
 
Australian Communications and Media Authority 
 
The ACMA is seeking comment on a proposal to remake the Radiocommunications (Communication 
with Space Object) Class Licence 1998 and to make the Radiocommunications (Radionavigation-
Satellite Service) Class Licence 2015 
 
Of relevance to ASTRA’s members is the proposal to remove the mobile-satellite service frequency 
ranges 1980–2010 MHz and 2170–2200 MHz from the space object class licence, and proposed 
changes with respect to the operation of mobile ship stations. 
 
Submissions are due 2 June 2015 and ASTRA is preparing a response. 
 
Bureau of Communications Research 
 
The Bureau of Communications Research is part of the Department of Communications and is 
undertaking a communications sector environment scan to inform an analysis of emerging trends 
and issues. This is intended to provide input to the department’s annual planning activities and 
forward work agenda 
 
The Bureau is calling for comment on issues and trends in the broader communications sector.  
 
Comment is sought by Friday 12 June. 

 
 


