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7
TH

 ANNUAL CMC MUSIC AWARDS 

WINNERS ANNOUNCEMENT 

TRAVIS COLLINS TAKES OUT THREE 

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS 

CMC AUSTRALIAN ARTIST OF THE YEAR 

CMC MALE ARTIST OF THE YEAR,  

AUSTRALIAN VIDEO OF THE YEAR  

and part of the ARIA Highest Selling Australian 

Artist Award 

 KEITH URBAN WINS ALL INTERNATIONAL 

AWARDS 

Also available to stream instantly on Foxtel Play  
 
This evening, Foxtel’s Country Music Channel (CMC) announced the winners for the 7

th
 Annual CMC 

Music Awards 2017 during a LIVE broadcast on CMC from The Star Gold Coast. The Awards are 

now available to stream instantly on Foxtel Play and will be encored on FOX8, this Sunday March 

26 at 3.30pm AEDT and on CMC throughout the week from Monday 27 March at 7pm AEDT. 

 

Hosted by MORGAN EVANS, the 7
th

 Annual CMC Music Awards, the only viewer voted Country 

Music Awards, allows music fans to vote for their favourite Australian and international Country artists 

they think deserve to be awarded over eight categories. 

  

Country music rising star TRAVIS COLLINS has cemented his position as the one to watch in country 

music, taking out three awards including the coveted CMC Australian Artist of the Year Award 

previously won by Adam Brand for the last two years. Collins also took out CMC Male Artist of the 

Year and CMC Australian Video of the Year and is part of the ARIA Award for Highest Selling 

Australian Artist for Adam Brand and The Outlaws. 

 

Collins took to the stage to perform his award winning single ’Call Me Crazy’, which he co-wrote with 

Damien Leith, topping off a successful night and year so far with three Golden Guitar Award wins also 

under his belt. Collins looks sure to shine brighter and is becoming one of Australia’s most exciting 

country/rock music talents. Collins said: “I still haven’t found the words and probably won’t find the 



words to show just how special they are to me. These are fan voted and for my fans to rally the way 

they did and to vote for me – here’s the thing about country music, I think country music fans are fans 

of every artist and it’s sometimes tough for them to choose who they’ve got to vote for so every single 

person who voted for me means something to me and to walk away with this three awards is just mind 

blowing."  

 

Country music king and four time GRAMMY® Award winner KEITH URBAN, took home both the CMC 

International Artist of the Year, his fifth win in this category and CMC International Video of the 

Year, his fourth win in this category, this year for his single ‘Wasted Time’ from his eighth studio album 

“Ripcord”.  

 

URBAN was also awarded with the ARIA Highest Selling International Album Award for “Ripcord” 

and thanked his fans and CMC via a video acceptance speech. Urban said: “I feel very proud tonight, 

thank you. The tour I just had in Australia was the most fun I ever had touring ever,  so thank you for 

everyone that came out and saw us play and for supporting the album. I feel extremely grateful. We 

tour all over the world and there is always something around me that makes me feel Aussie no matter 

where I go. I am always going to feel that way and I am very grateful and grateful for these awards”. 

 

Music legend LEE KERNAGHAN has earned his place as one of Australia’s leading contemporary 

music artists who have made a huge impact on country music in Australia. Coinciding with the 25 Year 

Anniversary of Lee's debut album  “The Outback Club” (1992), the CMC Music Awards this evening 

celebrated the road paved by Kernaghan by honouring him with the CMC Hall of Fame Award which 

recognises artists who have had an impact on Australian country music beyond their own.  

 

This year sees a very special album release for Lee via ABC/UMA titled “The 25
th

 Anniversary Album” 

set for release tomorrow. Kernaghan said: “I want to thank the fans – I can’t call you fans – I call you 

family because that’s what you mean to me.” 

 

CHELSEA BASHAM, the gifted singer-songwriter from the West Australian wheat belt has established 

herself as one of Australia’s hottest new talents and tonight took out the award CMC Female 

Australian Artist of the Year which she adds to her three hit singles, a Golden Guitar win and APRA 

award nomination. Basham said: “It’s an absolute honour and means the most to me out of all the 

awards because it’s a fan voted award, they’re the people that predict the future of country music . 

They’re the ones buying the albums and going to the shows and if they believe in me this much to vote 

for me and give me an award it gives me the encouragement to keep on going because it’s a tough 

industry and not give up and this is only the beginning.” 

 

Emerging star FANNY LUMSDEN was awarded CMC New Australian Artist of the Year. Lumsden 

has undeniably made an impression since the release of her debut album “Small Town Big Shot” which 

earned her a nomination for the 2016 ARIA Award for Best Country Album. Lumsden is one of the new 

breed of artists bringing a fresh, contemporary stamp to Australian Country Music , having already won 

the Golden Guitar for New Talent and has been described as ‘a breath of fresh country air’. Lumsden 

said: “This award is huge, because we’re self managed and we’ve done everything ourselves and to 

have the support of our peers and the fans out there who voted for us and everyone who’s been 

sharing this story – it’s fantastic - it’s a really big deal – it’s really exciting”. 

 

Multi-award winning country music trio THE McCLYMONTS took out CMC Group or Duo of the Year. 

Throughout their ten year career, The McClymonts have released four studio albums which have 

received 2x Gold Sales Accreditations, 10x Golden Guitar Awards, 2x ARIA Awards, an APRA Award 

and CMA Award for Global Artist of the Year. They have released twenty hit singles along the way, and 

won countless fans and critics as they toured extensively around Australia and the USA.  The 

McClymonts said: “To CMC, we are so thankful for all the Australian content that you play  It’s really 

huge the CMC Award because it’s fan voted. They took the time out of the days to vote for us and that 

just means so much to us – we’re so lucky, we’re 11 years in, fifth album in, and people still want to 



hear music and come to the shows. This is our thank you to them – their award but we’re going to keep 

it. This is for them [the fans]”. 

 

Also handed out tonight the ARIA Award for Highest Selling Australian Artist awarded to ADAM 

BRAND AND THE OUTLAWS for their successful self- titled album “Adam Brand and The Outlaws”. 

Adam said: “It’s absolutely amazing. To be able to do something with four of my best mates and to be 

able to go out on tour with them and to have the fans actually embrace it and enjoy it and then go out 

and buy the album like they did is a dream come true.” 

  

The 7th Annual CMC Music Awards featured a stellar line-up of artists performing including Grammy 

Award winning group LITTLE BIG TOWN who made their debut Australian visit and performed their 

single ‘Better Man’ written by Taylor Swift from their eighth studio album “The Breaker”. 

 

Troy Cassar-Daley and Craig Campbell teamed up to perform an exclusive live acoustic duet cover 

version of Johnny Cash’s ‘Long Black Veil’.   

 

Australia’s #1 country group The McClymonts, performed ‘House’ their new single from their upcoming 

studio album “Endless”. 

 

Kip Moore performed his nostalgic, raw and honest single ‘That Was Us’ from his “Wild Ones” album.    

 

In a moving tribute to Lee Kernaghan, fellow country music artists banded together to perform a 

celebratory medley of Lee’s greatest hits including Adam Brand performing ‘She’s My Ute’, Catherine 

Britt and Jasmine Rae singing “Hat Town’, Travis Collins performed ‘Flying With The King’, Christie 

Lamb and Caitlyn Shadbolt performed ‘Boys From The Bush’ and The Wolfe Bros performed 

‘Australian Boy’. Lee Kernaghan ended the spectacular evening by performing ‘Outback Club 

Reunion’. 

 

Foxtel and CMC are proud to partner with Tourism and Events Queensland to bring the CMC Music 

Awards to Queensland for the third year.  CMC Music Awards 2017 and CMC Rocks QLD are part of 

the It’s Live! in Queensland events calendar, showcasing Australia’s best live events in Australia’s best 

destinations. 

 

The 7
th

 Annual CMC Music Awards kick off a star studded week in country music with CMC Rocks 

QLD 2017, Australia’s premiere Country and Roots Festival to follow tomorrow. Now in its epic tenth 

year and sold out, CMC Rocks will feature performances by Global superstars Dixie Chicks who 

headline the Festival and who will be joined by a first class international and local performance line up 

including Little Big Town, Kip Moore, Lee Kernaghan and many more. CMC Rocks QLD 2017 will be 

held over three days and nights from Friday March 24, Saturday March 25 and Sunday March 26, 

2017 at Willowbank near Ipswich and will telecast as CMC Rocks Qld 2017 on Foxtel’s CMC, 

Wednesday April 12 at 8pm.  

 

The 7
th

 Annual CMC Music Awards broadcast LIVE on Thursday March 23 at 8.30pm AEDT on 

Foxtel’s CMC and is now available to watch on Foxtel’s streaming service, Foxtel Play. Following each 

broadcast, customers can watch The 7
th

 Annual CMC Music Awards any time via Foxtel On Demand, 

which is available on internet connected iQ boxes, Foxtel Play or enjoyed on the move via Foxtel Go, 

Foxtel’s mobile app. Foxtel Go and Foxtel On Demand are included with all Foxtel and Foxtel play 

subscriptions at no extra cost. 

 

Pictured- Travis Collins with three CMC awards, Lee Kernaghan with CMC Hall of Fame Award, Adam 

Brand with Travis Collins for ARIA Award and The McClymonts for CMC Group or Duo award.  

 



FOR MORE IMAGES AND HIGHLIGHTS PACKAGE FOR THE 7
TH

 ANNUAL CMC MUSIC 

AWARDS 2017 will be available to download via:  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rilqmcssexbp0zz/AAAnhrkqGUl3jpvrJUc3kkiFa?dl=0 
 

FOR INTERVIEWS WITH WINNERS: 

 

TRAVIS COLLINS 

Elle Bowles (National PR & Media Manager- ABC Contemporary Universal Music Australia) 

M: 0447 752 557 

 

FANNY LUMSDEN 

Nardia Drayton (Social Family) 

M: 0403 016 069 

 

THE McCLYMONTS 

Dan Biddle (TCO Artists) 

M: 0417 048 270 

 

CHELSEA BASHAM 

Graham Thompson (Compass Brothers) 

M: 0409 108 028 

 

LEE KERHANGAN:  

Elle Bowles 

M: 0447 752 557 

 

 

 
 

 
For further information: 

Foxtel Publicity- Victoria Richards 
Victoria.richards@foxtel.com.au 

+61 2 9813 7439 +61 (0) 418 630 100 
 
About Foxtel 
Foxtel is one of Australia’s most progressive and dynamic media companies, directly employing around 2,800 people and deliver ing a diverse subscription television 

service over cable, satellite and broadband distribution. We offer a better entertainment experience every day to each one of our 2.9 million subscribing homes through 
delivery of new and inspiring programming across all genres, the world’s most popular channel brands, and investment in high quality local content. As constant 
champions of innovation we have brought customers the iQ personal digital recorder, Australia’s largest HD offering, the Foxtel Go App for tablets  and mobile devices, 
internet TV service, Foxtel Play, subscription on demand (SVOD) entertainment service, Presto and television, broadband and home phone bundles with Foxtel internet 
and voice services delivered over Australia’s largest telecommunications network. Foxtel is owned by Telstra Corporation Limi ted ACN 051 775 556 (50%) and News 

Corporation (50%). foxtel.com.au  
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